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with Bo Burnham
Lauren Galida
@TDG_ARTS

Thanks to Carolina Productions,
USC st udent s w i l l h ave t he
opportunity to see an entirely
unique performance — one that
includes a blend of musical
instruments and a hilarious
comedy routine. On Friday,
April 24, Bo Burnham will
per for m at t he Koger
Center at 8 p.m.
Ahead of his
p e r f o r m a n c e , T he
Daily G amecock
talked with him about
Courtesy ofThe London Evening Standard
his love for music,
Carolina Productions will host Bo Burnham at the Koger Center on April 24 at 8 p.m.

where his comedy style comes from and his thoughts
on self promotion and the modern artist.
The Daily Gamecock: How do you implement a
theater background and a performance mindset into
your comedic acts?
Bo Burnham: Yeah, I mean, I’ve always loved
theater and performance and all that stuff. And yeah, a
lot of American acts — American comics and stuff —
aren’t, you know — it’s very stripped down and not very
theatrical. There’s a lot of European and Australian
comedians who are very large and theatrical and sort
of incorporate lighting cues and sound cues, so I was
able to kind of jack it from them. But, yeah, I mean, you
kind of incorporate however you want just because the
only rule is you need to stand on stage and be funny, so
as long as they’re laughing you can kind of do what you
SEEBURNHAMPAGE5

USCPD dons body cameras
Lauren Shirley
@SURELYLAUREN

A f t e r t h e r e c e nt
shoot i ng of Wa lter
Scott in North
Charleston, the call for
body cameras on law
enforcement officers
nationally has reached
a fever pitch. But in
South Carolina, 20odd law enforcement
agencies are currently
wearing body cameras
during duty — one of
those being USCPD.
According to
Eric Grabsk i, t he
community relations
officer for USCPD, the
depart ment has had
VIEVU body cameras
since before 2012 when
the they mandated that
all uniformed officers
wear the cameras.
“We definitely think
they’re a good idea and,
like I said, it provides
that perspective that
we would not otherwise
have,” Grabski said.
For G r ab sk i, t he

Courtesy of MCT Campus

USCPD officers have worn VIEVU cameras since 2012.
ca meras prov ide a
“ va lu able objec t ive
point of view.” They
also provide video and
audio ev idence t hat
would not otherwise
have been accessible.
“The body cameras
have been very helpful
f o r u s i n t e r m s of
evidence, but also if
there’s some t ype of
question or complaint
from the community,”
Grabski said. “We’re
able to go back and
acc u rately see what

transpired.”
The 68-degree lens
of the high definition
camera allows for
the video to portray
exactly what is being
ex per ienced by t he
officer, according to the
VIEVU website. Other
cameras, which offer a
“fisheye” point of view,
distort the proximity of
objects and persons.
The Senate
Judiciary Committee
unanimously passed a
bill that would require

state and local police
officers to wear body
cameras if passed by
state legislature.
The bill was already
passed unanimously
out of a South Carolina
senate subcommittee
on April 15 and will
now travel to the Senate
floor for consideration.
“North Charleston
brought this to global
attention,” Sen. Brad
Hutto, D-Orangeburg,
told the Senate
Judiciar y Panel
regarding the shooting
of Wa lter Scot t on
April 4.
The House Judiciary
Committee also passed
their own version of
a body camera bill,
wh ich would opt to
conduc t a st udy on
the existing practices
of law enforcement
agencies using cameras
rat her t ha n requ ire
them outright.
S o f a r, G r a b s k i
SEECAMERASPAGE3

National
Denim
Day
James Myers II / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students wore jeans on National Denim Day as a symbol of protest against negative attitudes about sexual assault.

Avadh Rana / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students also flock to the river for activities.

Staying
afloat, safe at
Lake Murray
James Stewart
@THEGAMECOCK

With temperatures staying above 60
degrees for the remainder of the week,
m a ny G a me co c k s a nd C olu mbia n s
are looking to kick off summer full of
activities in the water of Lake Murray.
Lake Murray took its present form after
being dammed for hydroelectric power in
the 1930s. At the time of its completion,
the Dreher Shoals Dam was the largest
earthen dam in the world, composed of
red clay soil and bedrock. The resulting
lake has become a cornerstone to the
surrounding communities,.
“I’ve grown up fishing on Lake Murray
my entire life,” Will Mustard, a fourthyear mechanical engineering student,
said.
Beyond fishing and boating, people
are also fascinated by rumors of what the
lake contains.
Though there was once a town where
the lake now sits, most of the buildings
were d isma nt led a nd moved. A few
houses and a large iron bridge have been
found on sonar, but beyond that, there is
little left.
During World War I I, t hree B-25
M itchel l bomber s were a l leged ly
lost during training exercises on the
lake, though there has only been one
documented recovery in 2005.
“The lake gets packed daily during the
main summer months,” Mustard said.
“Everyone’s either in a boat or camping
on the islands, so it just means you need
to be more careful.”
Water sports like waterskiing, tubing,
canoeing and kayaking are all popular
as well. But it’s not the amount of people
in the lake that can make it dangerous,
according to Mustard — it’s the excessive
SEESAFETYPAGE3
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Larceny charges dropped against
USC football signee
Shameik Blackshear, a South Carolina football signee, will not be prosecuted for
a petit larceny charge, The State reported.
Blackshear was charged Feb. 13 after allegedly taking a purse and safe from a
home in Bluffton. Ben Shelton, the town attorney of Bluffton, told municipal Judge
Clifford Bush that the victim of the crime requested that the larceny charge be
dropped. Head coach Steve Spurrier said he believed the 4-star defense end to be
purely innocent as far as he knew.
Blackshear is scheduled to enroll at USC in June with other recruits.
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

Family lost in Congaree State National
Park found safe
A family was rescued by fi rst responders after they reported themselves to be
lost while canoeing in the Conagree National Park on Tuesday night, The State
reported.
The family was able to make the call to 911 when they initially got lost. Sixteen
fi rst responders were at the scene, conducting a search via kayaks and on foot
throughout the park. The search on water became difficult due to unpredictable
currents and large debris caused by heavy flooding. Eventually, the rescuers were
able to locate the family at 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday. There were no injuries reported.
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

DMV changes policy after transgender
teen wins lawsuit
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No matter their gender, all applicants for driver’s licenses in South Carolina
can now wear makeup in their license photos following a lawsuit by a transgender
South Carolinian teen, The State reported.
Chase Culpepper, 17, was told by the Department of Motor Vehicles that she had
to remove her makeup to take her driver’s license photo. The transgender teen said
it was hurtful to be singled out and sued the state DMV. After winning the lawsuit,
Culpepper will be allowed to retake her license photo with makeup on as part of
the settlement.
The DMV will issue a written apology to Culpepper, and employees will be
informed of the policy changes.
— Kirby Knowlton, Features Editor

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.

Sample of Available Courses this summer at ATC:
ART 105 – Film as Art
BIO 101 – Biological Science I
ENG 101 – English Composition I
HIS 202 - American History: 1877
to Present

MAT 110 – College Algebra
MAT 111 – College Trigonometry
PSY 201 – Intro. to Psychology
PSY 208 – Human Sexuality

You can register as a Guest Student with us for free, take a class or two
that transfers, and be closer to graduation when you return to school
in the fall!
For a full list of transferable courses, go to our website at
www.atc.edu and click on Future Students - Guest Students to see
classes that are being offered.
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said the cameras have been helpful
in providing evidence in court and
otherwise addressing complaints made
by individuals or the community.
“If there’s some type of evidence
that we need to retrieve, such as court
or some type of complaint, we can go
back,” he said. “We also sporadically
go back and look for quality control
purposes.”
Each camera outfitted to an officer
c o s t s USC PD a rou nd a t ot a l of
SAFETYPAGE1
drinking.
“Most people on the
lake are just cruising
a r ou nd a nd g e t t i n g
drunk,” Mustard said.
“ T he bigge st sa fet y
concern is easily t he
people boating under
t he i nf luence. The
l a k e’s f u l l o f b o at s
and people, going in
literally every direction
and in bet ween each

$1000, a monetary amount that comes
directly from USC’s Division of Law
Enforcement and Safety’s budget.
“It wasn’t one incident that happened
that spurred us to wear them but we just
felt it was a good idea for our officers to
wear them,” Grabski said.
If the body camera bill is passed and
becomes a law, body cameras may start
to be implemented to both state and
local law enforcement around the state
as soon as next year.

ot her. Someone who
is drunk driving
t heir boat makes
t hat sit u at ion ver y
dangerous.”
People who go
boat ing at night
wit hout light ing
t hei r boat s properly
are anot her safet y
concer n. W it hout
running lights, a boat
is essentially invisible
at night.
For t u n at el y f or

Mustard, however, this
doesn’t keep him up at
night.
“The best t imes to
go f ish i ng a re ea rly
morning and late
e v e n i n g ,” M u s t a r d
said. “That’s when the
bass and other fi sh are
feeding and is the best
time to catch them. It’s
also nicer to go then,
because there aren’t as
many people out on the
water yet.”
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OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 24TH • 1 – 6 PM

Leasing Office at 1426 Main Street (2nd ﬂoor/Mezzanine)

FOOD • FUN • PRIZES!
$50 APP FEE WAIVED!

COME SEE WHAT
EVERYONE IS
TALKING ABOUT!

A select few apartments available.
Now pre-leasing for Fall 2015
Rates:
2 Bedroom
$1050
1 Bedroom
$940
Efficiency
$750
ALL UTILITIES
INCLUDED
1230 PENDLETON ST
(803)799-1442

WE OFFER ROOMMATE MATCHING
RESERVE YOUR NEW HOME
FOR FALL ’15

1ST 10 SAPPHIRE 3
OR PEARL 4 LEASES
RECEIVE A $50 VISA
GIFT CARD ON MOVE
IN DAY!

1426 Main Street Columbia, SC 29201
662.234.2833
leasing@hubatcolumbia.com
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Hoge returns to SC with more insight
Sam Breazeale
@TDG_ARTS

T h i s Fr i d a y, N a s h v i l l e s i n g e r songwriter Will Hoge will bring his
country stylings to Music Farm. It’ll
be the fi rst time he’s been to Columbia
in a while, but twenty years ago the
city played a major role in his career.
“South Carolina as a whole was one
of the fi rst states outside of my home
t hat k ind of latched on to what I
was doing,” Hoge said. “A nd we’ve
played there quite a bit, especially
in Columbia. I definitely enjoyed it.
There was a point when we were fi rst
starting, and it was kind of right on
the end of the Hootie & the Blowfish
thing, which had really blown up out
of there, so all of the sudden Columbia
was this town where you really went
and played.”
This time, Hoge has quite a few more
albums under his belt, including his
most recent, “Small Town Dreams.”
T he sma l l tow n i n quest ion is
Franklin, Tennessee, just outside of
Nashville, where Hoge grew up.
A lthough his sound is still rooted
in classic rock /country, its content
has expanded as Hoge as gained life
experience.
“I feel like for your fi rst few records,
you can kind of write about girls, cars
and life on the road, because that’s the
only thing you know,” he said. “And
now, having marriage and parenthood
and years more of experience with
friendship and things like that, being
able to take little bits and pieces of
other people’s stories and inject those
into songs — I mean, I think my color
palette has grown a lot.”
Hoge has no delusions of being a

rock star, despite putting so much
of himself into his music. He seems
to enjoy h is l ife r ight out side of
Nashville, dividing his time between
driving his kids to karate lessons and
playing shows with his band. But this
level of fame, leaving him free of much
of that annoying tabloid coverage and
paparazzi that bigger celebrities face,
also entails a lot of hard work.
“You always wish it could be easier,
but I’ve accepted that it’s a hard job,”
he said. “We talk about that all the
time. You really have to go out and
work to do this, if you want to do it for
a living.”
To be clear, Hoge has defi nitely made
it in the music world. He’s not just a
local artist. He has worked with big
names like Carrie Underwood, whose
work ethic impressed him. His sound
is regularly compared to that of giants
like Bruce Springsteen and Tom Petty.
“I’m flattered [by these comparisons],
especially because those artists have
made records longer than I’ve been
alive, but I wouldn’t try to put myself
into those categories,” he said. “At
the end of the day, when I look back
on my career, hopefully a long, long
time from now, I would like to think
that, like those guys, I’ve maintained a
career that has integrity, and continue
to try to write great songs and make
great records.”
Hoge isn’t in it for t he fame, and
a lt hough he somet i mes w ishes it
could be easier, he understands that
hard work is part of the job, and it’s
worth it to him. After years of being a
musician, there’s no question that he’s
found his calling.
“I still think there’s nothing like a
live music performance to really grab

Courtesy of Will Hoge

Hoge feels that growing older has matured his music and given him better subjects.
somebody,” he said. “There’s a give
and take between the band onstage
and the audience, and you just can’t
get that in any other medium, and

that’s my favorite thing still, to this
day.”
Hoge will be playing at Music Farm on
Friday at 8 p.m. All ages are welcome.

Yelawolf undergoes extreme makeover
Morgan Smith
@MORGANTHANMORGAN

“Love Story”

B-

Release Date: April 21, 2015
Artist: Yelawolf
Label: Interscope Records
Duration: 78 Minutes
Yelawolf’s second album, “Love Story,” hit the
market on April 21, and fans were surprised by its
abrupt genre change — this is not the same Yelawolf
we saw in his first album, “Radioactive,” back in 2011.
It seems Yelawolf has ditched his tongue-twisting rap
phase to get more in touch with his southern roots.
Slowing it down and softening up seems to be a
better pace for Yelawolf. Although he didn’t completely
abandon the rap scene, he did add in a whole lot of
country. This can be heard in his debut song “Love
Story,” which features a twangy guitar and a soul voice
that sounds unfamiliar coming from Yelawolf.
Seeing this new side of Yelawolf isn’t necessarily
impressive , although it is quite endearing. People who
are into the southern-rap genre know that soul comes

BURNHAMPAGE1
want. Easier said than done. [Laughs]
DG: Do you think of yourself as
more of a comedian or a musician? Is
this a hard question for you to answer?
BB: No, I mean, definitely comedian
more than a musician. I think of myself
more as a writer than a comedian. But
definitely, definitely. Yeah, the music is
secondary to the comedy — music is a
container for the comedy, more for the
writing. If I wasn’t doing this I would be
writing. I wouldn’t be in a coffee shop
trying to get my album out.
DG: Would you be writing books,
or...?
BB: Yeah, I mean, I don’t k now
exactly, but I just think that’s probably
what I would’ve fallen into. In one way
or another I could’ve been writing
what you’re writing or I could’ve been
writing whatever. But that’s much more
my passion — that feels like something
I’m passionate about. Music feels like
something I fell into. I love it — I’m just
not naturally musically gifted at all.
DG: So, music is something you have
to work hard at?
BB: Yeah, I mean, I’m good at math,
so I know patterns, and I’m not bad
with music. But I don’t have a great ear.
Yeah, so it’s really just a container for
the other stuff.

Courtesy of Yelawolf

Yelawolf’s shows his Alabama roots in “Love Story.”
from the heart and that your voice comes from your
diaphragm. However, it seems Yelawolf never got that
memo.
On almost every track, Yelawolf tries hard to sing
the hook, despite the fact that his throat is begging him
not to. After listening to all 18 tracks, the only track he
figures it out on is “Have a Great Flight.”
Despite his grotesque voice, the Alabama native

DG: What’s a question you wish an
interviewer would ask you?
BB: Ooh — I don’t know, you’ve
got good ones. I don’t really sit around
wishing they’d ask me things. [Laughs].
You know I don’t do too many of stuff
like this. I’m not one of those people
who’s constantly complaining about
the questions they get asked — just
quit your job then, you loser. [Laughs].
If your biggest problem is the fact that
questions in your interviews might be
slightly redundant, you have one of the
greatest lives in the world.
DG: What makes you laugh?
BB: You know, usually just joking
with my friends or my family, that’s — I
understand that I do a show, but even
if I do the funniest show people have
ever seen in their lives, that I’m not
giving them the biggest laughs of even
their week. I know that the hardest
you’ve ever laughed is when your friend
says something stupid that’s just classic
them, or your mother does something
weird. That takes some of the pressure
off of me, you know, that I know in my
life that the biggest laughs I get are not
from comedy at all … I think people get
most of their comedy enjoyment from
their immediate circle.
DG: Do you pu ll f rom you r
immediate circle of friends? Is a lot of
your comedy inspired by your friends?

actually chose a decent balance of hip-hop and country.
Traces of the old Yelawolf can still be heard in songs
like “Til It’s Gone” — however, his fast-paced rapping
has turned into something more like spoken word.
The lyrics are deeper and the conviction of his
deliver is strong and piercing. It is obvious that this
album hit a little closer to home than “Radioactive.”
The country add-ins may not be settling with his prior
fan base, but there is no denying that Yelawolf’s flow is
tighter and meaner than ever.
Although Yelawolf has remained an under-the-radar
rapper, he has big name connections. He proves this in
his song “Best Friend,” which he collaborated on with
Eminem.
Like many of the tracks on “Love Story,” the
instrumentals are slow and progressive, leaving plenty
of room for Yelawolf to dig deep and pull out emotions
we haven’t seen from him before.
The production quality of the album is top-notch. It
easily sounds like it came from any of your top rappers
such as Tech N9ne or Eminem, which is strange
because Yelawolf sounds more like Kid Rock this time
around.
It’s unlikely that this will be Yelawolf’s breakout
album into the mainstream. However, he makes quite
a bold attempt at switching his style and genre. Only
time can tell if the adjustment will work in Yelawolf’s
favor.
On May 6, Yelawolf will be coming to Music Farm in
Columbia at 9 p.m. Tickets are $20 in advance.

BB: No, zero percent. I would say
very much no. But that’s the thing for
me. That’s why I think my comedy goes
in the other direction, since I know that
joking around with your friends and
family is going to fulfill you so much,
you know, and make you laugh — I
don’t try to pursue that. I feel like some
comedians do. They try to pursue that
type of comedy like “Hey, I’m your
friend and we know each other.” Maybe
I’ll joke about the celebrities that we all
know so it feels like I’m joking about
a friend of mine — a friend of “ours”
— but I try to pursue the very other
thing. [Laughs]. This is the type of
comedy that you will absolutely not get
from your friends and family, which
is the big, sort of weird show, and I’ll
leave the friendly laughter — which I
admit is the deeper, more meaningful
laughter — I’ll leave that to your actual
friends and family.
Yeah, there’s something repulsive
and kind of nauseating, that trying
to — being a little ploying and then
trying to make the audience feel like ...
you know, I’m aware that I’m standing
up on a stage. I’m above you, we’re all
facing this way and [being] up here.
Pretending like we’re all friends or that
I’m some guy at a party has always been
weird to me and hard to pretend.
DG: Have you ever t hought of

material and thought, “Damn I’m so
funny — this is gold”?
BB: Uh, no. [Laughs]. Yeah, no.
Maybe things in the moment, but it
doesn’t feel like that ever. It doesn’t feel
like, you know — it’s just writing takes
a lot of time and so when it happens or
something works it doesn’t feel like,
“Oh my God, I’m such a genius,” it feels
like, “Well thank God I thought of that,
potentially,” you know what I mean?
It doesn’t feel like writing or telling
jokes — it feels like mining. You know,
I spent eight hours as a miner trying to
find something. It’s not like “Oh look at
me, I’m a savant I know exactly what’s
funny,” it’s like “No, I was down here
for eight hours — thank God I found
something.”
DG: Do you think people are too
focused on self-promotion?
BB: Yeah, but it’s a slicker way, which
is like — self-promotion people kind of
realize is kind of icky, but this is even
the slicker version where it’s like … “Let
me spend all this time interacting with
my fans.” Interacting with your fans?
What? What are you talking about?
What is that? I mean Jesus Christ, if
John Lennon would have spent years
replying to every fan letter he wouldn’t
have written “Imagine.” [Laughs]. I
mean, it’s like I’m not saying don’t
SEEBURNHAMPAGE6
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answer fan mail — that’s a d---ish thing to say — I’m
just saying [that’s] a much more selfish thing than
people think. You know, people get so scared of losing
it. I don’t know, I’m on the other side of this thing in
every other relationship. Yeah, I create stuff on one
side, but on every other side, and when I look at artists
or musicians that I like, what I want for them is for
them to keep making their things — to concentrate
on making their things better. You know, it’s like a
freakin’ mechanic calling every one of his clients and
saying, “Thanks for being a client.” Like what are you
doing?
DG: What if the audience doesn’t laugh at your set?
BB: That’s fine. You know, there are parts of the
show that aren’t necessarily meant to be laughed at.
[But] them not laughing is almost a — that’s sort

Where your health

is our priority.
900 Assembly St. Columbia, SC

of like an extreme that doesn’t happen ... There are
shows where people are really diggin’ it and shows
where people aren’t diggin’ it, you know? And you just
sort of adjust to the feeling. You just try to remember
why you wrote this and why you like performing it
and just realize that there’s probably at least a few
people out there who are enjoying it and do it for
them. Don’t worry about the rest. But yeah, I mean
it happens all the time, and you just gotta roll with it,
you know. If you’re in a good place that doesn’t matter
as much — you aren’t always measuring yourself by
the laughs you’re getting. That isn’t the only form of
currency.
DG: Do you ever worry about offending people?
BB: I mean yeah … now I guess I do. You know
I’m not like a — I’m not one of those comedians that
thinks people shouldn’t be respected and doesn’t
give a s--- about upsetting people. I mean, when I
was younger I said some stuff that was offensive to
me, not just because it was offensive, but because it
was offensively easy and sort of pedestrian. But I was
16, so I wouldn’t expect much from me then. Yeah, I
mean I don’t want to hurt people — I don’t want to
bully people, you know. If people think it’s funny it

shouldn’t matter, but some of the worst times in my
life were being laughed at. I don’t want to be someone
that makes someone feel laughed at for the wrong
reasons. At the same time, I’m not gonna change my
act just because someone doesn’t understand irony or
something. I’m very — I’m sure that my new show
isn’t offensive at all, you know. Some people would say
sometimes because it either has strong language or
deals with something strange, but I would say, “No,
well, if you understood this joke, you would know that
it isn’t offensive about making fun of this person” ... I
feel like I can defend everything for them … so, you
get the gist of it. Yes and no. Like I am — I don’t want
to offend — I don’t want to hurt people, but I also — I
don’t care if my stuff is misunderstood.
DG: What’s the craziest thing that a fan has ever
done at one of your shows?
BB: I had a guy in Atlanta climb on the stage who
was drunk a couple months ago — that one came
to mind. He was drunk with a ponytail, and he just
slowly climbed on the stage and sat on my piano. That
was a freaky moment.

BIRTHRIGHT OF COLUMBIA

Free Pregnancy
Testing

@thegamecock

• 803.765.0165 •
birthrightofcolumbia.org

RUSSELL HOUSE

STUDY UNION
APRIL 28TH–MAY 6TH

OPEN ‘TIL 2AM APRIL 28TH–MAY 1ST, MAY 3RD-MAY 5TH

RUSSELL HOUSE

REVIEW

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29TH
10PM–MIDNIGHT

FREE MASSAGES!
NEED A BREAK?

COME TO THE RUSSELL
HOUSE AND DE-STRESS!

FOLLOW US ONTWITTER
@RUSSELLHOUSEUU FOR
MORE UPDATES, EVENTS
AND PRIZES!

LATE NIGHT BREAKFAST
10PM-MIDNIGHT
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FREE TO STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND STAFF WITH VALID CAROLINACARD.
For more information or assistance, visit www.cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777 - 3950.
This event is subject to change. Paid for by Campus Activity Fees.
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18 things
outgoing editor
has to say in her
last week
I am not a columnist.
But it’s tradition that the outgoing editor write
a farewell column for the last paper of their term,
so here I am, hanging out on the Opinion page.
Since I am not a columnist, I had some trouble
figuring out what to say here. After hundreds of
stories and thousands of hours in the newsroom,
shoving all of that into a column is no small feat.
Instead, I wrote about the last three years in
the form of an easy-to-read numbered list, a la
BuzzFeed.

HANNAH JEFFREY
Editor-in-Chief

BELVIN OLASOV

EMILY READY

MARY KATE GARMIRE

HANNAH CLEAVELAND

Managing Editor

Managing Editor

Copy Desk Chief

Photo Editor

BIANCA CORREA

MORGAN SMITH

BRENNAN DOHERTY

BEN TURNER

Asst. Design Director

Asst. Arts & Culture Editor

Sports Editor

Asst. Opinion Editor

Body cameras should be statewide
ISSUE
Police brutality cases lead
legislators to push for
police body cameras.

OUR STANCE
Cameras help both citizens
and officers, and should be
adopted statewide.
With the recent controversy in
North Charleston over the death
of Walter Scott, the nationwide
debate over visible police brutality
and body cameras rages on at the
Statehouse.
We are proud that USCPD
already requires their officers
to wea r body ca meras. The
proactive step in 2012 to make
them mandatory means they are
one of the few departments in

the state that has this useful and
important tool.
We support t he ef fort s of
leg islators push i ng to make
body cams mandatory. Although
they have been advocated now
because of police brutality and
controversy, they can be valuable
in everyday duties like collecting
evidence or training officers.
Much like dashboard cams, they
should be seen as a necessary
aspect of the job and not just a
luxury or a nice idea.
Even though some see them
as unnecessary scrutiny of the
officer wearing them, we think
they help protect both parties.
Citizens can rest assured that
officers will be held accountable
i f t he y ab u s e t he i r p owe r.
Several cases of officers doing
just that have made clear that
action is needed. Officers can

rest assured there will be proof
to uphold their side of the story
as well. Hopefully it will make
investigations into difficult or
even deadly interactions easier.
The cameras themselves are
expensive, but the cost is worth it
to help with community relations,
collection of evidence, protection
for off icers from lawsuits or
cha rges a nd t he way pol ice
officers themselves are viewed.
Body ca meras w il l not be
a c u re - a l l to t he problem s
t h at s omet i me s pl ag ue l aw
enforcement and video evidence
doesn’t always lead to swift justice.
Making sure officers use them
properly will require discipline,
training and procedures. But
USCPD serves as a good example
of a department that uses them,
and we think that adopting them
statewide is a good idea.

Gender neutral space imperative
There are exactly
t wo places on a
college campus that
Second-year
a re u nequ ivo c a l ly
English and
Russian Student
private: bedrooms and
bathrooms. They are
places of respite, designed in part to catch one’s
breath before diving back into society.
But, for a certain kind of student, these private
rooms are places of unnecessary anxiety and tangible
fear. For transgender students, the choice between
using the bathroom of the gender with which
they identify or the one designated by their birth
certificate can have serious consequences.
For Cathy Santos, a second-year political science
student who considers themself “agender,” that threat
is a real one.
“For some transgender people, using the bathroom
that corresponds with the gender their assigned with
at birth can be dangerous, because perhaps society
doesn’t perceive them as that assigned gender any
more,” they said. “Either bathroom they go into, they
could get attacked.”
According to a 2013 survey published in the
Journal of Public Management and Social policy, 70
percent of responders reported that they were “denied
entrance, were harassed or assaulted” when they
attempted to use the bathroom of the gender with
which they identify.
This is where gender-neutral initiatives come
in. The idea is simple: gender-neutral housing and
restrooms do not consider the gender of those who
use them.
The case for gender-neutral spaces on a university
campus is also simple: They provide a comfortable
place for those who don’t consider themselves to
be a part of either gender. It doesn’t require hours
of hard study or a complete grasp on the historical
development of queer theor y to understand a
sentiment as obvious as that.
With this in mind, the necessary question becomes:
What has USC done to implement them?
The answer: not much.
In fall 2013, BGLSA and Student Government
jointly distributed a survey asking students what they
thought about initiatives to construct gender-neutral
housing and bathrooms on campus.
After this, the issues seemed to drop off the face of
the earth.
Two years later, USC is st ill one of many
universities that does not provide gender-neutral
housing. While trans students have the option to
request special accommodations considered by
the university on a case-by-case basis, there is no
designated building (or hall) where they can go

Ben
Crawford

without the risk of being paired with someone who
will not understand them or their identity.
There is no designated living place at USC where
someone’s identity takes precedence over the letter
stamped on their driver’s license.
The state of gender-neutral bathrooms is somewhat
better. Last year, a group of students counted six
buildings that had gender-neutral bathrooms and are
working to create a campus map. (The “Bathroom
Brigade” initiative of the Trans Student alliance, of
which Santos is a co-founder, is currently updating
this number.)
Caleb Coker, a fifth-year music education student
who identifies as gender queer, said that a revamped
gender-neutral initiative would have to come from a
demonstrated need.
“If this even affects one student, I think it’s worth
it,” they said. “I think that it shows that the university
is willing to install policies — and actually back it up
with money — to show that our campus is a safe place
for trans students.”
So, how do we make USC a safer place for trans
students? How do we provide them with the same
private spaces that cis-gendered people take for
granted?
For Santos, the current situation on campus must
change on a social and institutional level: “I think the
ideal situation would be for transgender people who
identify in the binary should be able to go into the
bathroom they identify with, and they should also
feel free to use the gender-neutral restrooms.”
That would require two large shifts: a renewed
initiative to create and maintain gender neutral
bathrooms by the university and, far more difficult,
dispersing the myth that trans people use the
restroom of their identified gender for immoral
purposes.
“People seem to think that when trans people go
into bathrooms, we’re scheming and deviating behind
the stall,” Coker said. “The whole thing is rather silly.
We’re going into the bathroom to pee. That’s what
we’re doing.”
Two years ago, at the time of the survey, The Daily
Gamecock wrote the following in an editorial about
the gender-neutral housing initiative: “This isn’t a
movement to let couples live together or to change
the system for the majority of students. Instead,
it’s an attempt to give transgender students a basic
comfort most of us take for granted.”
Every student deserves to feel safe in the few
private spaces accessible to them. It’s more than time
for the university and the student body at large to
recognize that.

8 Things I’ve Done Instead Of Writing My
Farewell Column
1. Took several (like, way too many) bathroom/
water/snack/bathroom/milkshake breaks
2. Sentimentally stared off into the distance
3. Read the last five editors’ columns for
inspiration and not as what some have dubbed
“procrastination”
4. Sighed heavily
5. Pretended to type, but actually watched “The
Office” on Netflix (again)
6. Teared up, but held it together
7. Wrote the most brilliant farewell column
The Daily Gamecock or any other publication
has ever seen in the history of forever
8. Decided the world wasn’t ready for my
brilliance and deleted the draft I was defi nitely
writing earlier and not watching “The Office” on
Netflix (again)
9 T h i ng s I Wa nt To Say Bef ore I’m
Yesterday’s News
1. Our staff has nothing to do with which
crossword puzzles run on what days. We share
your frustration that some repeated.
2. If you’re mad at us (over, I don’t know, a
crossword puzzle), consider writing a Letter to
the Editor before you crank out the caps lock on
Yik Yak.
3. Full disclosure: I quit The Daily Gamecock
two weeks into my freshman year and didn’t come
back until the next February. So, it is possible to
put a pin in something and come back to it when
you’re ready.
4. The Daily Gamecock is not now, nor were
we ever conspiring with Student Government to
keep the Greene Street gates closed.
5. If you think you could put out a daily product
better, we’d like to see you try. (No, really, we’ll
have interest meetings and training next semester.
Come on out!)
6. I only started this column Wednesday
night, but I’ve been thinking about it for the last
three years. Being Editor-in-Chief of The Daily
Gamecock was my biggest goal when I came to
USC, and an old editor told me when I was a
freshman that I’d be in that office one day, it was
just a matter of when. Guess it’s time to fi nd a
new goal.
7. I’ve gone places (literally and figuratively) and
won awards and introduced myself as a member of
this staff. I go to the newsroom like most people
go home. I’ve screwed up there. I’ve cried hard
and laughed way harder there. I’ve gotten and
delivered the best and worst news there. I’ve
moved on there. I’ve answered my cell phone with
“Daily Gamecock, this is Hannah” more times
than I care to count.
8. You have to be crazy to work for The Daily
Gamecock. I say that because only complete
lunatics would spend every waking hour dedicated
to something we all eventually graduate from.
But after three years on staff and nine months
as editor, I just realized it’s not the paper that
keeps us there — it’s each other. And I’ll be hardpressed to fi nd another group of crazy weirdos
like ours.
9. Please don’t steal our papers.
1 Thought I Have During My Last Week
As Editor
1. ¯\_( )_/¯

—Hannah Jeffrey, Editor-in-Chief

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 300 words.
Students must include their full name, major and
year. Faculty and staff must include their full name,
position and department. Community members
must include their full name and applicable job
title. Verifiable statements of fact must include at
least one source; if we cannot verify a statement
of fact, your letter will not be published until the
writer implements necessary changes or provides
reputable sources for any facts in question. Letters
are edited for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
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Congratulations to
University 101 Peer Leaders
recognized at Awards Day!
THERE’S STILL TIME TO SECURE

RESERVED

PARKING
FOR FALL 2015 AT
GREENE CROSSING!
Gated / Covered!

55

your own
guaranteed spot!

PER MONTH

tired of searching for university parking?

Thomas Moore Craig
Leadership Award,
Omicron Delta Kappa

Maggie Bellone

Jay Holt

Outstanding Exercise
Science Student
Awards, Department of
Exercise Science

Award for Excellence in
Undergraduate
Language, Department
of Languages,
Literatures, and
Cultures

Academic Excellence
Award, College of
Hospitality, Retail and
Sport Management

Adam Mayer
Outstanding Electronic
Journalism Senior
Award for Leadership,
College of Mass
Communications and
Information Studies

A.J. Johnson
Josiah Morse Award in
Philosophy,
Department of
Philosophy

Jay Holt

Outstanding Biology
Senior Award,
Department of
Biological Sciences

Cara Pritchett
American Chemical
Society Division of
Environmental
Chemistry
Undergraduate Award,
Department of
Chemistry and
Biochemistry

Kelly McCabe
Donald O. Bushman
Award, Department of
Geography

Jory Fleming

CALL 803-799-2900

Abbey O’Brien

Courtney Whitaker
Distinguished
Academic
Achievement Award in
Earth and Ocean
Sciences, School of the
Earth, Ocean and
Environment

Marybeth Lundquist

M. Kershaw Walsh
Award for Academic
Achievement,
Department of
Psychology

Traci J. Heincelman
Memorial Scholarship
in Marine Science,
School of the Earth,
Ocean and
Environment

Claire Niehaus

Jory Fleming

Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship, National
Fellowship and
Scholarship Recipients

Distinguished Junior
Award, Department of
English

Riley Brady
Ernest F. Hollings
Undergraduate
Scholarship, National
Fellowship and
Scholarship Recipients

Jory Fleming

Caitlin Kitchens
Student Body
President’s
Scholarship,
Department of Student
Life

Clay Armstrong

Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges

FOR DETAILS AND TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!
short walk to darla moore,
coliseum and public health!
708 PULASKI ST.

Irvine F. Belser Award
in Classics, Department
of Languages,
Literatures and
Cultures

Ryan Toland

ONLY

$

Outstanding Academic
Excellence Award,
Department of
Criminology and
Criminal Justice

LIMITED AVAILABILITY!

Kayla Engel
Miller Hane
Kyle Hartzog
Katie Jerald
Suzi Kutcher
Adam Mayer

Thom Bell
Maggie Bellone
Sarah Borum
Monica Bowman
Katelyn Daley

Kate Oldham
Annie Parham
Davontae Singleton
Lora Stearns
Katie Strickland

Outstanding Senior

Katelyn Daley
Kayla Engel

greenecrossing.com

Katie Jerald
Adam Mayer

Annie Parham
Davontae Singleton

Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award

Adam Mayer

THINK

BIG

0
DOWN
$

FREE
& APPLY 7;3

New management.
Better lifestyle.
complete student living

:7;7B32B

style. features. location.
 24-hour ﬁtness center
 1,200 to 1,900 square feet  Resort-style swimming pool
 Fully furnished
 Hammock grove & ﬁre pits

 Wi-Fi cafe & gaming lounge

 lnternet & satellite TV

 Roommate matching

 2 to 4 bedrooms

1050 Southern Drive

 Basketball & sand volleyball

 Private shuttle to campus
 Per-person contracts

803.779.7888 | WoodlandsColumbia.com
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EMPLOYMENT

Pasta Fresca Seeking
Experienced Servers and
Bartenders
Apply in person between
4-6pm daily at 4722 Forest Dr,
across from Dunkin Donuts,
beside Rite-Aid

EMPLOYMENT

Pasta Fresca Seeking Cooks
Apply in person from 4 to 6pm
daily at 4722 Forest Drive,
across from Dunkin Donuts,
beside Rite-Aid.

EMPLOYMENT

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Enjoy a domestic phase
today a nd tomor row.
Ha nd le repa i rs a nd
renovations. Friends give
you a great idea and help
out to realize it. Group
efforts bear fruit now.

Produce imager y to
d e s c r ib e y o u r i n ne r
desires. A collage can
express a vision or dream.
A conf using sit uat ion
could seem oppressive.
Peaceful introspection
sat isf ies today a nd
t o m o r r o w. L e a r n a s
quickly as possible.

Go over your finances
and discover new ways
to save money today
and tomorrow. Listen
to your intuition, while
doing your homework
t horough ly. A sec ret
int rig ue catches your
attention.

Virgo

The focus is on
peacemaking and
partnership today and
tomorrow. Abundance
is available. Negotiate
favorable ter ms. A
prom ise made now is
g o o d . P r ac t ic e y ou r
game together. Provide
the quality your partner
lacks.

Taurus

Gemini
Busi ness g rows more
profitable. It’s a good time
to ask for money. Watch
for income opportunities
over the next couple of
days. Vent ure outside
old bou ndaries for
i nspi rat ion. A d rea m
come s w it h i n re ac h.
Savor a lovely moment.

Cancer
Conditions are changing
in your favor. Abandon
procrastination
regard i ng a persona l
dream. You’re getting
st ronger today a nd
t o m o r r o w. A c t i o n
depends on your w ill
power. Your friends are
with you. Dress the part,
and step onstage.

LEFT OF
THE DIAL
RIGHT IN
YOUR
EAR

Grouchos Kitchen Staﬀ
Part Time Kitchen Staﬀ. Lunch
Time Avail Only. Apply in
person. Groucho’s Deli 611
Harden Street.
info@grouchos.com

HOROSCOPES

A solut ion to a n old
problem is becom i ng
obvious. Keep working,
you’re mak ing a good
i m p r e s s i o n . Yo u ’ r e
exceptionally intelligent
for the next two days.
Accept a bonus from a
generous person. You’re
creating a buzz.

9

Associates provide deeper
insights. Many hands
make light work today
and tomorrow. A group
project goes well now.
Friends have resources
you don’t know about.
Share your dreams and
fantasies. The invitation
says to dress up.

Capricorn

Libra

Aquarius

A s s u m e
m o r e
responsibility today and
tomorrow. Career matters
take priority. Planning
helps dreams to come
true, and you can see
the possibilities. Accept
spiritual encouragement
and blessings upon your
enterprise.

Begin an intense work
phase over the next two
d a y s . T he r e’s he a v y
demand for your services.
Immediate results could
disappoint. Keep at it.
Keep the objective in
mind. Work from home
if you can.

Scorpio

M a ke more t i me for
love over the next few
days. Get dreamy. Talk
about passions and
enthusiasms. Go play and
have fun. Celebrate with
loved ones. Indulge your
creative whims.

Today and tomorrow are
good for travel. Visit a
place you’ve only seen
in fantasies. The news
affects your decisions.
Sometimes the detour
is more enchanting than
the original destination.

Look for

Semester in Review

2015
On stands Friday

Pisces
4/23/15

Need legal advice?
•Landlord-Tenant
•Housing
•Consumer Protection
•Probate Law
•Domestic Relations
•Employment Law

Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation

Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. by calling:

803-777-6611

Student
Legal Services

www.sa.sc.edu/student-legal-services

University of South Carolina Student Life

This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.

Keep up with USC sports
on dailygamecock.com

“We have so many jobs open
and not enough people
to ﬁll them.”
Choose Special Education.
sc.edu/education/choosespecialed

04/23/15

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

ACROSS
1 ’60s activist
Bobby
6 Forward sail
9 Flavonoids-rich
berry
13 *Shady spot
14 Mesabi Range
output
15 Not for minors
16 *Furry
forecaster?
18 Chain with a red
cowboy hat logo
19 Some spring
rolls?
20 Former “Today”
co-anchor Curry
21 Plant sold in
animal-shaped
pots
22 Gave away, as
true feelings
25 One __ time
27 *Jolly Roger, e.g.
30 *Formal
beginning
33 Lip balm stuff
35 Subleased
36 __-ray Disc
37 Gives substance
to, with “out”
39 Decks out
41 L.A.’s __ Center:
second-tallest
building in
California
42 Salsa ingredient
44 Hard-to-hit server
45 *Freedom from
control
48 *Leave the
ground
49 Stoplight color
50 “Done!”
53 Vagrant
55 PSAT takers
57 Acct. accrual
59 Summers in
China?
61 Big name in
publishing, and a
visual hint to the
three adjacent
pairs of answers
to starred clues
64 “My Little Grass
Shack” singer
65 Die down
66 Hoover rival
67 A&W rival
68 Versatile
Scrabble tile
69 Small bite

DOWN
1 Loses muscle
tone
2 Dashing Flynn
3 Dwelling
4 Reed of The
Velvet
Underground
5 Compass point
ending
6 Poet Keats
7 Historic
toolmaking
period
8 Importune
9 Lacking
purpose
10 Tropical rum
drink
11 Prince __ Khan
12 “__ in the bag!”
15 “That hits the
spot!”
17 “Body of Proof”
actress Delany
21 Insertion
symbol
23 Cancún uncles
24 Like many an
easy grounder
26 New Orleans
school
28 IM user
29 Safari sights
31 Like grizzlies
32 Tack on

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

33 Solo
34 Pitch in
37 Flunk out
38 Año beginner
40 Slurpee cousin
43 PennySaver ad
subjects
46 Big times
47 Black-box
analyzers: Abbr.
51 Takes for a spin
52 Pass
54 Theater program
item
56 Chafes

58 Little one
59 Tack on
60 Accessorizing
wrap
61 Below-average
grade
62 Parking place
63 Stat for R.A.
Dickey
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Kanervo feels at home in US

Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Aleighsa Welch was drafted by the Chicago Sky.
Courtesy of South Carolina Media Relations

Sophomore Jussi Kanervo is currently ranked 14th worldwide in the 400-meter hurdles with a time of 49.78.

Brennan Doherty
@BRENNAN_DOHERTY

Thousands upon thousands
of miles away from his native
Finland, South Carolina track star
Jussi Kanervo feels at home.
“I do not want to go back,” he
said, and why would he?
Since arriving in t he U.S.,
Kanervo has only bettered himself
in the classroom and socially, and
he’s even improved his English,
too.
But most importantly, Kanervo
has honed his skills on the track.
His abilit y to out-race t he
competition was his ticket to this
country and he’s only improved
since arriving to South Carolina.
Now in his sophomore year,
Kanervo has established himself as
one of the best in the world at the
400-meter hurdles, his specialty
event.
Despite dealing with a back
injury his last season, Kanervo
was still named an Honorable
Mention All-American due to his
great showings in the 400-meter
hurdles.
K aner vo’s success has now
carried over into 2015. A secondyear business student, he currently
fi nds himself ranked 14th in the
world in the 400-meter hurdles
thanks to his 49.78 mark in the
event less than two weeks ago at
the Bill Carson Invite.
Kanervo also earned second
team All-American honors for the
job he did in the 60-meter hurdles
in the past indoor season.
Kanervo was second team AllAmerican in the 60 meter hurdles
this past indoor season.
Described as a “workhorse” by
one of his teammates, Kanervo’s
success isn’t a surprise to those

who see him prepare everyday.
“He’s just one of those guys
where h i s h a rd work rea l ly
does pay off,” South Carolina
sophomore Ryan Bermudez said.
“No one questions his work ethic,
nobody ever wonders whether
he completed a workout of if he’s
going to practice today. It’s just
know that he’s going to do what he
has to do.”
The journey to South Carolina
Even at a young age, Kanervo
always knew he wanted to run
track. Although he grew up in
Espoo, Finland, a place where
snow dom inates t he weat her
forecast, he was able to make a
name for himself in Europe.
Kanervo began competing in
the hurdles at age 12, but his big
break came a few years ago.
That’s when he was noticed
by South Carolina coaches at an
event in Germany in which he
finished third overall.
At the time, Kanervo k new
little to nothing about South
Carolina or what going to school
there would be like.
But after doing a Google search
on the school and some reading
on Gamecock head coach Curtis
Fr ye, K aner vo was instant ly
interested in South Carolina.
Ultimately, it would be the
idea of running under Frye, a
well-established coach who has
developed a plethora of talent, and
South Carolina’s warm weather
that drew Kanervo to Columbia.
So far, his decision has proved
to be a good one.
“There’s no place that has a
perfect atmosphere, but I wouldn’t
change anything that is here,”
Kanervo said of his experience
at South Carolina. “I wouldn’t
change a thing.”
A lot of that has to do with his

relationship with Frye. Frye, who
is now in his 19th season at South
Carolina, has developed runners
like Jason Richardson and Allen
Johnson, both of whom went on to
compete in the Olympics.
Before com ing to Sout h
Carolina, Kanervo didn’t even run
the 400-meter hurdles, an event
he now considers his forte, until
Frye forced him to.
“I t r ust him 100 percent,”
Kanervo said. “He knows what
he’s doing.”
Why the hurdles?
Growing up, Kanervo knew he
wanted to run track. But he also
knew he needed to find a niche for
himself; a specific event in which
he could excel.
So why the hurdles?
“ I t h i n k it ’s a w h it e g u y
m indset,” K a ner vo said. “I n
Eu r op e , i f y ou lo ok at t he
1000-meter line, or the 200-meter
line or the 400-meter line in the
Olympic Games, it’s pretty much
black guys. Hurdles, there are still
some white guys in it, so I kind of
thought that might be a chance
for me.”
Still, there’s more to it than just
that.
Kanervo believes that hurdlers
have to possess a fair amount of
mental toughness, something he
believes he has.
“I don’t get afraid,” Kanervo
said.
He also believes that the bigger
the meet, the better he performs.
His teammates and coaches
hope that remains the case as
South Carolina is now preparing
for the Penn Relays, the biggest
annual track and field contest in
the U.S.
“I’m excited,” Kanervo said.
“Coach Frye told me there’s going
to be like 45,000 people there.”

Scholarship
endowed in
Welch’s name
South Carolina announced on Wednesday
that long-time supporters Morris and Sheila
Creggers are endowing a women’s basketball
scholarship in the name of graduating senior
Aleighsa Welch.
The couple is also mak ing monetar y
contributions towards the women’s basketball
program and facility enhancements.
“I am grateful to the Creggers and the
universit y to be recognized in this way,”
Welc h sa id. “ Fou r yea r s ago, I ne ver
imagined that I would cap off my career at
the Universit y of South Carolina in this
way, but it feels fitting to say that my college
career has been the gift that keeps on giving.”
Welc h f i n ished her c a reer a s Sout h
Ca rol i na’s a l l-t i me leader i n of fensive
rebounds and recently became the first to
be drafted in the WNBA Draft since 2003
when she was selected 22nd overall by the
Chicago Sky.
Staley named USA U19 head coach
USA Basketball announced on Wednesday
t hat Sout h Carol i na head coach Daw n
Staley will serve as the 2015 USA Basketball
Women’s U19 World Championship Team
head coach.
Staley led the USA U18 National Team
to a gold medal in the FIBA Americas U18
Championship in 2014.
”I’m always excited about playing a role
with USA Basketball, because I just feel like
it’s a basketball utopia,” Staley said. “Now
I get an opportunity to work with younger
players who have aspirations of becoming
Olympians.”

—Compiled by Brennan Doherty, Sports
Editor

Gamecocks preparing for Ole Miss
Claudia Chakamian
@CLAUDIA_MARIE96

With the postseason right around the corner,
the South Carolina softball team is trying to
capitalize on every remaining opportunity in the
regular season, and that starts with this weekend’s
upcoming series on the road against Ole Miss.
South Carolina has won four of its last six SEC
contests, and the Gamecocks are hoping that their
good play will continue against the Rebels.
“We’re rolling out of Kentucky on a good note
and did the same with Georgia State Tuesday
night,” redshirt senior pitcher Julie Sarratt said.
“We’re on a high right now, and we need to go
into this weekend on that high and continue to
accelerate from there.”
Although the Rebels have struggled in their
most recent games, South Carolina head coach
Beverly Smith stressed the importance of taking
Ole Miss seriously.
At this point in the season, she believes South

Carolina can’t take any opponent for granted, even
though Ole Miss has gotten swept in consecutive
SEC series.
“It’s important that all aspects are good,” Smith
said. “Ole Miss has good offense, so we need to
make sure our pitching and defense is good.”
As always, the Gamecocks are searching for
consistent play in all aspects of the game. South
Carolina has proved at various points in the
season that it can both hit and pitch well. The
trick is putting both together.
With only six games remaining in the regular
season, South Carolina is hoping to enter the
postseason on a strong note. A good showing
against Ole Miss would certainly help give South
Carolina some momentum as the year begins to
wind down.
“We want to get as many wins as possible to set
us up in a good place in the SEC tournament,”
junior outfielder Alaynie Page said. “Getting to
the tournament is defi nitely a motivating factor
for us, so we hope we can sweep this weekend to
put ourselves in the best position.”

The end of the regular season is a crucial time
for any team, and the Gamecocks k now this
applies to t hem. Wit h a 6 -12 SEC record, a
good outcome this weekend would be extremely
benef icial. W here t he G amecock s f inish in
the conference will be a big factor in how the
postseason will play out for the team.
“Our goal is to play our best softball at the end
of the season,” Smith said. “We’re on an upswing
right now and looking forward to how we will
continue to play and fi nish out the year.”
But before South Carolina can focus on the
postseason, they need to get Ole Miss out of
the way. They know what they have to do this
weekend in order to be satisfied.
“We’ve been working on our base running and
fi ne tuning some things around the bases,” Smith
said. “We have our strategies against Ole Miss,
but we just want to keep improving.”
After facing Ole Miss, South Carolina will take
on Mississippi State the following weekend to end
the regular season before heading off to the SEC
tournament.

